B4
Japanese
Language

NIS promotes dual language acquisition as

one way to learn about and enhance interaction
with others. Learning Japanese is both a window
to better appreciate the Japanese culture and

an important tool for students to contribute
meaningfully to our greater community. NIS
supports Japanese language development

to meet the individual needs of students by
providing a differentiated course structure that
varies depending on age, grade, and current
Japanese level.

Primary Years Programme (ELC K - Grade 5)

ELC Kindergarten: The earliest age at which
NIS students explore Japanese is from the

ELC Kindergarten, and students are placed in
the same class regardless of previous exposure
to Japanese. This mixed group of levels enables
students to share their language experience
through play, and also to nurture a better
understanding and appreciation of the
Japanese culture.

Elementary School Grades 1-5 Elementary
school students are grouped into three levels
within each grade. All three classes are based
closely on PYP learning concepts to establish
literacy skills for different purposes.

¢ JNL: Japanese as a Native Language;
«JFL 1: Japanese as a Foreign Language

for students who have limited or no
experience with Japanese;
« JFL 2: Japanese as a Foreign Language 2

for students who have successfully
completed JFL1 or the equivalent.

Middle Years Programme (Grades 6-10)

Japanese courses in grades 6-10 are divided
into two broad levels — Language A and B.

e Language A This course is aimed at students
with a native or near native competency in
Japanese language, and students study both
modern and classic Japanese literature.

e Language Bl, B2, B3 and B4 are language
acquisition courses of varying levels from
beginner through advanced capability.

Diploma Programme (Grades 11-12)

The appropriate IBDP Japanese language course
is determined after consultation with teachers,
the student, parents and the IB coordinator.

All courses encourage students to expand their
awareness of the world and foster respect for
cultural diversity.

* Language A: Japanese Language and
Literature (HL or SL). This course is aimed at
students with a native competency in Japanese,
and focuses on language, mass communication
and literature. HL students read six novels over
four semesters, which in the past have included
works by Nakajima Atsushi, Mori Ogai, Abe
Kobo, Yoshimoto Banana, Natsume Soseki,
Takamura Kotaro, and Saneatsu Mushanokdji.

* Language Acquisition: Japanese Language B
(HL or SL) & Japanese ab initio. The Language
B course is designed for students who have
some experience learning Japanese and
Japanese ab initio is a language acquisition
course for students with little or no experience
with the Japanese language.
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